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gratitude of the public, but upon the undeniable
argument that good service can only be rendered
by men who are placed in a proper position to do
good work. Where that work is multifarious it is
exceedingly difficult to devise a plan to insure that
along each and all the lines justice is being done.
Clearly no single rate of wages, with which a trade-
union is so well able to deal, would meet the case. It
is generally admitted that the most ardent advocates
of medical trade-unionism have no intention of

using the last weapon of the trade-union-namely,
the strike; but a proposal to substitute for the
strike against individuals a strike against Govern-
ment regulations may be a distinction without a
difference. A recent memorandum by the Medico-
Political Union states that panel practitioners are
the only citizens in this country who are, at the
present time, outside the protection of the law, the
statement deliberately excluding the position of
the Civil Servant. It is conceivable, and indeed
conceded, that a large body of the medical pro-
fession, being engaged in homogeneous work by
a common employer, form typical material for a
trade-union, and in this sense is doubtless to be
construed the National Insurance Defence Trust to
be administered by the British Medical Association.
But what is to be the attitude of other members of
the medical profession not in the same position ?
They cannot be forced into a trade-union, and
their scientific and humanitarian services must be
available for the benefit of medicine as a whole,
within and without its sections.

It was to assist in the solution of such"questions
that the Medical Parliamentary Committee was
formed, and if in its present shape as a British
Federation of Medical and Allied Societies it should
become representative, the medical man through
any body, association, or group with which he is
affiliated, would give a vote on these great questions
and inaugurate a policy of strength and of concilia-
tion. But it is understood that the British
Medical Association, within whose ranks a difference
of opinion on the trade-union question has become
manifest, will not revise its opinion that this
Federation has no reason for its existence. The
British Medical Association is the elaborate work of

men devoted to the interests of the medical pro-
fession, and every respect must be paid to their
decision; but here is a question of vital importance
upon which apparently members of the Association
do not think alike. If the trusted leaders of the
Association would debate this and cognate questions
with a real federation of medical and allied bodies
good would emerge.

THE Government’s intention to regulate the
sale of products which in the past were limited
by patent was made by Sir Auckland Geddes,
President of the Board of Trade, in the House
of Commons on July 28th, on the occasion of
his moving the second reading of the Trades Marks
Bill. In what he said he was guided probably by
the recommendations of the Select Committee on
Patent Medicines, the report of which was ordered
by the House of Commons to be printed August 4th,
1914. This Committee proposed that fancy names
for recognised drugs should be subject to regula-
tion, and that the period of validity of a name used
as a trade mark for a drug should be limited,
as is already the case with patents and copyrights.
We anticipate that legislation will follow in this
direction. 

,

Annotations.

THE FUTURE OF HOSPITALS IN IRELAND.

"Ne quid nimis."

AN Irish correspondent writes: "There is no
more urgent medical question in Ireland at present
than the future of the voluntary hospitals. In
Dublin, the Richmond, the Whitworth, and the
Hardwicke Hospitals are controlled by a common
board of governors, and since 1856 have enjoyed
a Government subsidy of .B7600 per annum.

They have - no other funds, and as the cost
of maintenance has risen from a pre-war figure
of .B64 per bed to a present sum of &pound;119 per bed,
they are in serious plight. All the governors have
tendered their resignation to the Lord-Lieutenant,
the hospitals being now without funds to pay
tradesmen’s bills. The Whitworth Hospital is
definitely closed. For some time the Treasury
grant has been held by the bank and devoted to
the reduction of the overdraft. The Irish Govern-
ment has now expressed its inability to come to the
relief of the hospitals in their present crisis, and
if this course is persisted in the only chance is
for the Dublin Corporation to act, but the rates
are so terribly high in that city that little hope
is felt in such a relief. In Belfast-with a popula-
tion much larger than Dublin-the Government
has never contributed a halfpenny to the hospitals,
but it is plain that hospitals there cannot go on
unless the working-classes themselves-with their
present high wages-give more to the places to
which their debt is so huge. At the Royal Victoria
Hospital an arrangement is in force by which, for a
penny a week contribution, a working man and his
wife and family are treated at the hospital-as
extern or intern patients-except for the zymotic
fevers and tuberculosis. This plan, which was made
about a quarter of a century ago,’is utterly out of
date now, and the contribution should be raised to
at least sixpence weekly or even more. Middle-
class people who formerly subscribed to the hos-
pitals can do so no longer, as owing to the
diminished purchasing value of the sovereign
and the heavy taxation they are greatly crippled
financially." ____

THE COMMOTIONAL FACTOR IN THE &AElig;TIOLOGY
OF SHELL SHOCK.

IN our present issue Dr. Alfred Carver records in
some detail a series of experiments on animals
which has a direct bearing on the problem of the
aetiology and symptomatology of so-called shell
shock. Dr. Carver describes in a lucid way the
three zones produced round a point of detonation,
and brings forward evidence to show the different
physical effects in these three zones. In the first,
the zone of " brisance," objects are shattered by the
sudden terrific compression; in the second, the
zone of 

" 

decompression," there is very much less
evidence of actual destruction or distortion of
objects; in the third, outer zone, physical effects
are modified still further. Some significance is
attached to the fact that in the central zone other
high explosives will, under the influence of the
original detonation, themselves spontaneously
detonate, as will, in the intermediate zone, those
whose tonal standard is somewhat similar to that
of the primary explosive. Corresponding to these
physical changes are the effects produced on
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animals finding themselves within the various
zones; thus in the innermost zone animal life is
destroyed, with laceration of the body structures ;
in the intermediate animals are rendered uncon-
scious, often with no sign of external injury; in the
outer a state of diminished activity is followed by
a period of excitement and restlessness. Patho-
logical evidence reveals numerous haemorrhages in
the zone A animals, and capillary engorgement in
such zone B animals as are killed. There is,
perhaps, something of the artificial and the ’,,
schematic in these experiments, and some psycho-
logists may be inclined to minimise their import-
ance, as regards human beings, in judging of the
effects of shell concussion not merely in the physical
atmosphere but also in the mental. Dr. Carver’s
experiments, however, are supplemented by valuable
observations on the effect of high- explosive detona-
tions on a more or less picked set of men belonging
to an 

" ammunition proof and demolition section,"
according to which definite physical and mental sym-
ptoms supervene on shell explosions even where the
"psychic factor" can almost certainly be elimi-
nated. Again, evidence is adduced of the peculiarly
" 

demoralising " effect of shells with fillings layered
in a special fashion, as though an unusual physical
effect is somehow transformed into an unusual
psychical disturbance. We feel that Dr. Carver is
justified in his contention that both physical and
psychical factors operate in the production of shell
shock, and that differentiation of their respective
actions is a matter of considerable difficulty. In

any case, to ignore the physical element is unwise,
and to restrict psychical phenomena to a

psychical aetiology is unscientific. Our experience
of shell-shock cases over the five years of war is in
the main that the physical factor predominates in
the originating of shell shock; that thereafter sub-
conscious or unconscious " rumination " takes its
place in the continuing of the symptoms; that the
first two years saw more severe and protracted
and inveterate cases of the condition than the last
two-a fact which may be taken to suggest that in
the perpetuation of symptoms the psychogenic
element is much the more important. The
commotionne becomes an emotionne in many
instances ; clear-cut examples of the two syndromes,
we agree with Dr. Carver, are the exception and
not the rule. 

____

IMPERIAL CANCER RESEARCH FUND.

THE seventeenth annual report of this Fund,
dealing with the year 1918-19, has just been
issued, and consists of statements by the secretary,
the director, and the honorary treasurer, together
with a list of the year’s subscriptions (&pound;956 Os. 4d.,
making with amounts acknowledged in previous
years &pound;174,112 2s. 5d.), and a statement of accounts.
Mr. F. G. Hallett, the secretary, points out that
now it is becoming possible to resume systematic
investigations in the laboratories the foresight
shown by expending time and labour in maintaining
the various tumour strains in mice is justified, for
already material for researcb purposes has been

supplied to Professor Borrel’s Laboratory and the
Institut Pasteur, Paris, and to Dr. J. Shaw
Mackenzie at King’s College. The report of the
director, Dr. J. A. Murray, shows that during the
war, while the working organisation has been 

maintained, the main efforts of the staff have
been concentrated on war problems, the results
of which work will shortly be published in
the Sixth Scientific Report. This, for the most I

part, will deal with the investigations of Messrs.
W. E. Bullock and W. Cramer on new factors in
bacterial infections, and by Dr. Murray on cellular
changes on cartilage grafts. The report of Sir
W. Watson Cheyne, the honorary treasurer, records
the gratifying fact that the loan from the bankers
has been reduced by &pound;1900, leaving only 500 still
to be cleared off. As the scientific staff, depleted
owing to the war, is now nearly at full strength,
researches will be energetically resumed with a
necessarily increased expenditure, and an earnest
appeal is made to all who are interested in cancer
research to support the Fund themselves and to
induce others to do likewise. " Looking to the
heavy death-rate from malignant disease," says Sir
Watson Cheyne, " it must surely be to the interest
of the community that this Fund should not be
starved in its efforts." 

____

TRAUMATIC PSORIASIS.

FROM a recent article on this subject by Dollner,’
of Duisburg, it appears that Kobner in 1872 was the
first to describe this form of the disease. Another
case was published in the Lyon Midical in 1895, in
which psoriasis followed vaccination in a man,
aged 22, who was alcoholic himself and belonged to an
alcoholic family. Otherwise, apart from a case pub.
lished by Becker in 1906, Dollner has not been able
to find any example of traumatic psoriasis on record.
He has lately observed two examples himself in
soldiers who developed psoriasis after gunshot
wounds, in one case of the tibia and fibula, where
the psoriasis appeared on the injured leg but not at
the site of the wound, and in the other at the
actual site of the wound in the tibia. The last
case was, further, of interest in that it proved to
be infectious. Six months after his discharge from
hospital the patient’s wife, who had recently
recovered from scarlet fever and still had a trace
of albumin in the urine, developed psoriasis,
which extended over both knees and the middle
line of the back. In another two months her
mother also contracted psoriasis. In a postscript
Dollner relates the case of a stretcher-bearer who
was wounded while carrying another wounded man,
the subject of psoriasis, and developed the skin
disease a fortnight later on his face, knees, and
back. 

____

THE PLIGHT OF VIENNA HOSPITALS.

THE prestige of the Vienna Medical School has
for long been high in this country as anyone may
see for himself by turning over the pages of the
Medical Directory and noting the names of dis-
tinguished British surgeons and specialists who
took post-graduate study there. The number of its
students was never greater than was the case in
1914 on the eve of the war. The contrast between
its situation then and the situation of the school
to-day is startling and tragic. The hospitals, at
first overwhelmed with wounded men and later
with the victims of epidemic disease, are now filled
with enfeebled and semi-starved patients, while
lacking the food and equipment necessary to
minister to their needs. Tuberculosis has developed
into a deadly and acute disease. Nephritis has
taken vast toll. Continuous underfeeding with its
results seen as hunger-dropsy, rickets, scurvy,
and Barlow’s disease, provide the major part of the
clinical material. In one clinic alone there were
recently to be seen 18 cases of spontaneous fracture

1 Arzt. Sachverst. Ztg., 1919, xxv., 64-5.


